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Leah, originally from Columbus, Ohio, discovered her passion for theatre at a

young age and pursued it at Ohio Wesleyan University, earning a Bachelor of

Arts and PreK-12 teaching certification in Theatre Education and Directing. She

then completed a Theatre Education apprenticeship at the Tony Award-winning

Cleveland Play House, where she met her husband, Jason. Following her

apprenticeship, Leah moved to Florida as the Director of Education at regional

theatre Gulfshore Playhouse in Naples. Leah has spent the past eight years

contributing to the vibrant community here at CFCArts. She is a member of the

Florida Association of Theatre Educators and the Educational Theatre

Association. In addition to their work in the Central Florida theatre community,

Leah and Jason enjoy being supporters of Orlando City Soccer, members of Lake

Baldwin Church, and parents to their son Marcelo and daughter Luisa.

Elisa is back for a second show with CFCARTS. She loved her time with nemo and is

so excited to continue this journey. She recently moved from NYC, where she

worked professionally, to open the new park Epic Universe as part of the Harry Potter

Entertainment cast. She's loving the sunshine of Florida and is so excited to continue

expanding her directing and teaching adventure with the talented kiddos of CFCArts!

Erin started working with CFCArts in the Spring of 2019 as an Education Intern

and has loved working with them ever since. She graduated from the University

of Central Florida that spring with a degree in Theatre Studies and a double

minor in Education and History. Her credits with CFCArts include Stage

Manager (The Secret Garden, The Sound of Music, The Lion, the Witch, and the

Wardrobe, From the Mouths of Monsters, Aida, Murder on the Orient Express, Mary

Poppins, A Christmas Carol, Into the Woods, The Addams Family, Anastasia),

Assistant Stage Manager (Broadway Nutcracker, A Christmas Carol, The 39 Steps),

Assistant Director (Theatre for Young Audiences Play Festival, It's A Wonderful Life),

and Summer Camp Coordinator. When Erin isn’t in rehearsal, she is a middle

school Language Arts teacher for Orange County Public Schools. She is so

proud of these young performers and has loved watching them grow over the

years into kind, passionate, and hardworking young adults.

YOUTH THEATRE TROUPE PRESENTS

Friday, October 24, 7 PM
Saturday, October 25, 2 PM & 7 PM

Trinity Preparatory School Auditorium
5700 Trinity Prep Ln., Winter Park, FL

Tickets available from $10
Group rates available!
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Walter holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Theatre Arts and a Master’s Degree in

Education from the University of Alabama at Birmingham. He taught middle and

high school English, theatre, and television arts for seven years before taking on

the role of costume loft manager at San Diego Junior Theatre, the oldest

children’s theatre in the country. In addition to costuming at SDJT, he directed

and choreographed multiple productions. After leaving San Diego, Walter

serves as the Executive and Artistic Director of his childhood theatre, Strauss

Youth Academy for the Arts, in northeast Louisiana. There, he directed and/or

choreographed multiple productions each year. Upon the birth of his daughter

in 2019, he transitioned to a new career as a software developer to spend

more time with her, but now that she is exploring the world of the stage, he is

especially excited to have found a home for him and his family in CFCArts.

Christina has been a music director of youth theatre for 30 years. She has directed the

music for numerous productions in the California and Illinois public school systems, as

well as for private theatre companies. She teaches general/vocal music, chorus, voice,

composition/theory and guitar and is a vocal coach for young singers. Christina has a

B.A. in voice and composition from Berklee College of Music in Boston and a Masters

in Music Education from UCLA. 
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After finding a love in communication styles and the development of a story

while getting her BFA in Stage Management from the University of Central

Florida, Kayla is thrilled to get the opportunity to continue to learn and grow

with CFCArts. Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat will be her second

show with the Youth Theatre Troupe following Anastasia this past Spring.

Other credits include: Stage Management Fellow at the Eugene O'Neill Theater

Center and Theatre UCF's productions of Metamorphoses (Production Stage

Manager) and Sweeney Todd (Assistant Stage Manager).
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Born and raised in Florida, Jason has been connected to the arts from a very

young age. From starting in theatre at the age of eight to being in concert

bands, marching bands, choirs, and helping, he has truly found a home in the

performing arts. Jason has previously been a part of the Central Florida

Community Arts Youth Theatre Program, and more recently a member of the

amazing and ever growing Community Choir, and is excited to expand his role

and involvement within the CFCArts family. 
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Born in Venezuela and proudly calling Orlando home since moving at 17,

Veronica Santana is an audio engineer who thrives on shaping soundscapes that

bring stories to life. With expertise in live sound mixing, dialogue editing, studio

recording, and sound design for video games, films, and theatrical productions,

she blends technical precision with artistic creativity to craft unforgettable

experiences. An immigrant and passionate storyteller, Veronica proudly stands

by the truth that “immigrants, we get the job done.” She is thrilled to serve as

Audio Lead for CFCArts shows. Whether mixing a live performance or

designing layered sonic worlds, she is dedicated to crafting unforgettable audio

experiences that connect audiences deeply to the art in powerful and

immersive lasting ways.

Jackson is a local student, currently pursuing film and video production at UCF. In his

extracurricular pursuits of the performing arts, he is so grateful to have found

CFCArts as a member of the Symphony Orchestra. Though this is his first production

with CFCArts Youth Theatre, he has served past performances as Audio Technician

(Beauty and the Beast, Radium Girls), and is excited to contribute his experience in

sound production and mixing. Jackson enjoys filmmaking, composing music, and playing

violin with his fellow orchestra members.

Rachel

Johnson

Technical

Director

Cat

Cochran

Lighting

Designer

Rachel is thrilled to be returning for another fabulous CFCArts Youth Season!

She has worked as an Assistant Stage Manager and Stage Manager since 2021

and is excited to break into a new role. When not working with CFCArts,

Rachel can be found in Super Nintendo World at Epic Universe as an

entertainment costumer, and stage managing with other theater companies

around the Orlando area. Some of her past stage management credits include 9

to 5 the Musical, Osceola Arts, Misery, Osceola Arts, Rudolph… Reindeer Jr.,

Central Florida Community Arts and Barbenheimer the Musical, Orlando

Fringe Festival. She holds a degree in technical theatre and is originally from St.

Louis, Missouri. She would like to thank you for coming out today to support

these talented young performers who inspire her daily. Enjoy the show! 
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Cat is has been in lighting for over eight years. She has designed many youth shows in

this time and loves working with the crew at CFCArts. For a few years Cat has

bounced between theatre and theme parks, her most recent credits being with

Universal Orlando Resort, The Walt Disney Company, Berkshire Theatre Group, and

Cedar Fair's Kings Dominion. Cat is accompanied by Jasper, the hard working Service

Dog, and she hopes to spread this message when he is in the room, that theatre and

entertainment is for everyone.
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Richard
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Kyle is excited to join CFCArts as a team member this year! Kyle has been a

part of CFCArts Youth theatre since Spring 2013 and has enjoyed his time

growing up in the program with great friends and family. His favorite roles have

been The Giver (The Giver), Peter Pan (Disney’s Peter Pan Jr.), Don Lockwood

(Singin’ in the Rain Jr.), and Horton (Seussical Jr.)

Richard May-Allen is excited to be part of the staff at CFCArts. He has been involved

in various theatres for over 20 years. He has served in multiple roles from actor to

director as well as costume designer. He has directed and costumed such shows as

Pinkalicious, You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown, Frozen Jr, Little Women The Musical,

Charlotte’s Web, and June B Jones. He holds a B.S. in Education as well. He is excited

to watch the next generation fall in love with theatre as he has. 

Paige

Weinsheimer

Scenic 

and Props

Coordinator

Paige is thrilled to be working alongside such a talented cast as the assistant

stage manager for this production of Anastasia. Paige is 26 years young, and has

a passion for the arts and the stage! Originally from Buffalo, NY Paige is a multi-

talented actor, writer, director, and musician who is working towards opening

her own performance theater in 16 years. Paige holds an AA in Business

Administration/Management and is working on her BA in Theater/Performing

Arts Administration at the University of Central Florida. All the love to her

friends/family/ parents, and especially her amazing brothers Kyle and Alex.

Lovely Lynx for his support and creative spark always, and Queen Zia/Sam for

for helping her see the vision. Break a leg cast and crew for a great run! Thank

you to Leah and Central Florida Community Arts for the opportunity! Peace,

love and happiness always!

Hayden

Patterson

Acting

Coach,

Program 

Manager

Originally from Cary, NC, Hayden graduated from East Carolina University in 2018 with

her BFA in Theatre Arts Education, BFA in Theatre Arts with a concentration in

Theatre For Youth, and a minor in vocal music studies. While in college, Hayden was

the recipient of an Undergraduate Research in Creative Activities Grant and the

Outstanding Senior in Theatre Education award. Hayden was also the head drama,

musical theatre dance, and acapella counselor for four summers at Keystone Camp for

Girls in Brevard, NC. Upon graduation, she moved to Florida for the Disney College

Program. During her four years of making magic as a cast member, her favorite role was

being part of the Animal Science Education team at Disney’s Animal Kingdom. She’s

thankful that she decided to stay in the sunshine state because, otherwise, she wouldn’t

have gotten the opportunity to become a part of the amazing CFCArts family!
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